SPECIAL RINGING IN 2012

The Queen's Diamond Jubilee





Of all the events to ring for in 2012 the celebration of the Queen's Diamond Jubilee will be the most historic. The nation will be celebrating her sixty year reign up and down the country during the long Bank Holiday weekend of 2nd - 5th June. The only other monarch to have had a longer reign to date is Queen Victoria, who reigned for just over 63 years.

Many events on Sunday 3rd June are already being planned and include The Big Lunch, where as many people as possible will sit and eat together, 2012 Beacons will be lit on various sites around the UK and The River Pageant. A thousand boats will sail down the Thames from Battersea in West London to Greenwich in the East with the first 'herald barge' having a new ring of eight bells on it. This ring is commissioned by St James, Garlickhythe, a City of London church, the bells are being cast by the Whitechapel Bell Foundry. 

You could ring at your local tower or find out where ringing would be appreciated for a local event or street party. There are plenty of Diamond named methods from which to choose for such a memorable event. Diamond Surprise Major, Double Diamond Surprise Major and HMS Diamond Delight Minor to mention a few.

The Central Council meets in Chester on Monday 4th June which by a happy coincidence is the home city of the Blue Peter winning designer of the Diamond Jubilee Emblem, ten year old Katherine Dewar.

To find out more about Diamond Jubilee celebrations go to www.royal.gov.uk For local Diamond Jubilee events and street party advice visit your local council website or www.streetparty.org.uk
The Olympic Games

OLYMPIC GAMES

27 July - 12 August 2012 (London)

PARALYMPIC GAMES

29 August - 09 September 2012 (London)

CULTURAL OLYMPIAD

The Olympic Charter, the set of rules and guidelines for the organization of the Olympic Games and the governing the Olympic Movement states that 

"The OCOG shall organise a programme of cultural events which must cover at least the entire period during which the Olympic Village is open.” 

London's Cultural Olympiad includes 500 events spread over four years and culminating in the London 2012 Festival. The cost of the events is around £40 million and funding has been provided by Arts Council England, Legacy Trust UK and the Olympic Lottery Distributor. 

Those announced as being involved in the festival, which will run from 21 June to 9 September 2012, include Oscar winning actress Cate Blanchett, director Mike Leigh, musician Damon Albarn and artists including David Hockney, Lucian Freud and Rachel Whiteread. 

CULTURAL OPYMPIAD

The London 2012 Cultural Olympiad is the largest cultural celebration in the history of the modern Olympic and Paralympic Movements.

Spread over four years, it is designed to give everyone in the UK a chance to be part of London 2012 and inspire creativity across all forms of culture, especially among young people.

The culmination of the Cultural Olympiad is the London 2012 Festival, bringing leading artists from all over the world together from 21 June – 9 September 2012 in the UK’s biggest ever festival – a chance for everyone to celebrate London 2012 through dance, music, theatre, the visual arts, film and digital innovation, and leave a lasting legacy for the arts in the UK.

Leading artists from all over the world come together in the UK’s biggest ever nationwide festival – a chance for everyone to get into the spirit of London 2012 through dance, music, theatre, the visual arts, film and digital innovation and leave a lasting legacy for the arts in the UK.

LONDON 2012 FESTIVAL

The culmination of the Cultural Olympiad, the London 2012 Festival will open on 21 June 2012 – Midsummer's Day. It will run until 9 September 2012 – the last day of the London 2012 Paralympic Games. A series of countdown events from January 2012 give a taster of what’s to come.

At the heart of the Festival is a programme of commissions by some of the finest artists in the world in events ranging from pop to film, from visual arts and fashion to theatre, from circus to carnival, from opera to digital innovation.

In total, the festival features more than 1,000 events, with 10 million free opportunities to get involved. Some of the events are ticketed and the majority are free to attend. Many have already been announced, with more to come over the coming months.

MUSIC 
The 'music' strand of the London 2012 Cultural Olympiad includes a wide range of projects and programmes - from large-scale commissions to local activities run through the Inspire programme.

NEW MUSIC 20x12

New Music 20x12 is a UK wide programme which consists of twenty outstanding new works, each lasting 12 minutes, commissioned to feature centre stage of the London 2012 Cultural Olympiad.

The commissions are full of the energy, hope and excitement that will emanate from across the Cultural Olympiad and the Games themselves. They are inspired by the dynamism of Olympic and Paralympic sports, the passion of human endeavour so central to the Games, and the once in a lifetime opportunity of creating a musical work contributing to a global celebration.

New Music 20x12 is an independent commissioning programme initiated by Jillian Barker and David Cohen, and delivered by PRS for Music Foundation in partnership with the BBC, The London Organising Committee of the Olympic Games and Paralympic Games, and Sound and Music. Commissions will be broadcast by BBC Radio 3 and tour the UK, enabling as many people as possible to enjoy excellent new music as part of our celebrations of the London 2012 Olympic Games and Paralympic Games.

'FIVE RINGS TRIPLES'

Howard Skempton, commissioned by Central Council of Church Bell Ringers and Third Ear

Special thanks to RVW Trust for making this New Music 20x12 commission possible.

PRS for Music Foundation: What impact do you think New Music 20x12 will have on your work?
Howard Skempton: Through my involvement with this initiative, existing aspects of my work (a concern with numerical patterns, for example) will loom larger and exert lasting influence.

PRSF: Tell us the story of how and why you joined forces with the performers you are working with on this project.
HS: I was approached by a third party (Third Ear, appropriately) and immediately warmed to the challenge.

PRSF: How are you going to approach creating your new work? What kinds of creative input will the performers and community you are working with have on your work?
HS: Most of the work will be research which will include attendance at bell-ringing events and contact with local ringers.

PRSF: Who do you hope to reach through the creation and performance of this work and what do you hope they'll take away with them?
HS: I hope to reach as many ringers as possible and persuade them that innovation within such a well-established tradition is not an impossibility.

PRSF: Where do you draw your inspiration and influences? Which creator - musical or otherwise - do you most admire?
HS: Morton Feldman is an obvious influence. Also, minimalism (significantly).

CENTRAL COUNCIL OF CHURCH BELL RINGERS

A message from commissioning organisation Central Council of Church Bell Ringers:

Bells proclaim moments of public gathering, of celebration and of important news. 'Wild Bells to a Wild Sky' (working title, after Tennyson) will be a new work by Howard Skempton for eight church bells to mark the Olympic year. Skempton is a composer of rare imagination known for writing music of deceptive simplicity and beauty. The piece will be performed to mark the opening of Spitalfields Festival at Christ Church, London, in June 2012 and the work will also be promoted through the 65 societies affiliated to the CCCBR. We anticipate performances across the UK and internationally, including potentially in central London for the 2012 New Year and at churches around the Olympic Park for the Olympic Games. The project is led by the CCCBR in partnership with music production company Third Ear.

SPITALFIELDS FESTIVAL

Five Rings Triples at Spitalfields Festival
New Music 2012 commission by Howard Skempton, 'Five Rings Triples' will be rung at the opening day of Spitalfields Festival, Friday 8 June 2012.
Five Rings Triples at Spitalfields Festival
Howard Skempton's New Music 2012 commission receives a further festival performance, Saturday 23rd June 2012.

NEW MUSIC 20x12 at SOUTHBANK CENTRE, LONDON


13 – 15 July - All New Music 20x12 composers to be represented across one weekend
With one weekend ticket the audience will be able to enjoy performances, talks and participation events involving all twenty New Music 20x12 composers and commissioning organisations. This initiative is supported by Arts Council England, Columbia Foundation Fund of the Capital Community Foundation and Creative Scotland.

CENTRAL COUNCIL WINS OLYMPIC GOLD (Dec2010)

(* original working title, later superseded by Five Bells Triples)

The Central Council has been awarded funding for a new music commission to mark the Olympic Games. This is one of just 20 selected by the New Music 20x12 project, with each piece of music lasting 12 minutes, and composed specially for performance during 2012, and which will feature centre stage of the London 2012 Cultural Olympiad as London hosts the Olympic and Paralympic Games

Howard Skempton, an experienced composer (perhaps best known for Lento, his Proms piece for the BBC Symphony Orchestra), is fascinated by the history and challenges of writing for church bells, and will work closely with ringers to ensure that his composition can be performed at as many churches as possible across the UK, in particular as part of the ringing in the New Year celebrations. Describing his approach, Skempton said: "My aim from the outset would be to understand and honour a centuries-old tradition, fully confident that my own composition would be distinctive in many subtle ways." This music will follow in the footsteps of recent musical performances on church bells at Liverpool Cathedral and Leeds Parish Church.

The Central Council is collaborating with Third Ear, an independent contemporary music organisation that commissions composers and produces tours and projects, who approached us with the idea. The scheme is backed by the BBC and the pieces commissioned will be recorded for broadcast on Radio 3. Along with the other 20x12 projects our project will receive national media coverage across the Olympic year. The PRS for Music Foundation - the independent charity set up by the Board of the society that collects performing rights fees for composers - is co-ordinating the scheme, and our project is supported specifically by the RVW Trust (named after composer Ralph Vaughan Williams).

This is a wonderful chance for ringers to be involved in something different and to be part of a wider project involving many different types of music. With the world's media focusing on the UK, it is also an ideal opportunity to raise the profile of ringing as a modern and relevant art form, with its associated historical and heritage appeal.

More information will follow in due course, including an introduction of his music and how he will go about writing it from Howard Skempton. Ringers will be keen to know when the piece will be available for practice purposes.

Kate Flavell (Vice President, Central Council of Church Bell Ringers)

New Music 20x12 is an independent commissioning programme initiated by Jillian Barker and David Cohen, and delivered by PRS for Music Foundationin partnership with the BBC, The London Organising Committee of the Olympic Games and Paralympic Games, and Sound and Music.

The name Five Rings Triples reflects the five blows the treble makes in thirds and fifths place as well as the five Olympic rings. Howard's music is not a true method, as we know it, as it doesn't comply with method rules, but it is possible to produce a quarter peal of it - no rules for quarters of course. In view of its construction it is not possible to produce 5040 different changes. Which is probably just as well - you can imagine the debates that might provoke!

[image: image1.emf][image: image2.emf]Touch is 396 changes: PPPPPB x 3 and it is a 145 bob. So all bells are affected by the bob.  NB This is not a true “method” in view of the five treble blows in one place. It is a piece of music.
(OCT2011)

NB This is a piece of music. It is not a true “method” in view of the five treble blows in oneplace. Also in this doubles version, there are repeated rows in the plain course. Ringers atfive and six bell towers may wish to ring this as part of Olympic celebrations, or just for fun.

RINGING FOR THE OLYMPIC GAMES (Nov2011)

	


In December 2010 the Central Council was awarded funding for a new music composition to mark the 2012 Olympic Games, one of only 20 pieces selected by the New Music 20X12 project, to be performed throughout 2012, particularly for Olympic-related events, such as the torch relay during the 70 days before the Opening ceremony. All 20 pieces will also be performed over the weekend of July 14/15 at the Southbank Centre. 

New Music 20x12 is a UK wide commissioning programme initiated by Jillian Barker and David Cohen, and delivered by PRS for Music Foundation in partnership with the BBC, The London Organising Committee of the Olympic Games and Paralympic Games, Sound and Music and NMC Recordings. Special thanks to RVW Trust for making this New Music 20x12 commission possible. 
Five Rings Triples
The piece of music which Howard Skempton composed for us consists of a 3-course touch of Five Rings Triples -- a brilliant adaptation of the concept of a change ringing method which emerged from the process he describes in this video. The name associates the sets of five blows made by the Treble with the five Olympic Rings. 

Listen to a simulated performance of the plain course using recordings of the back eight of the Oxford St Giles handbells.
The official first performance of Five Rings Triples is planned for the start of the year 2012 at midnight at Kingston upon Thames. This will be the first performance of any of the twenty New Music 20X12 pieces and it will be recorded for broadcasting by BBC Radio 3. 

We hope many other bands will ring Five Rings Triples at the same time and again throughout 2012, especially when the Olympic Torch Relay is in your vicinity. 

Please email us at FiveRingsTriples@cccbr.org.uk to let us know when you plan to ring Five Rings Triples so that we can advertise your performance on this website beforehand, and again afterwards to let us record when you did ring it. 

Five Rings Doubles
Matt Dawson has created a doubles variant of Five Rings Triples. Howard Skempton is delighted, as is the Central Council, that more ringers are keen to participate and he has approved the use of the name Five Rings Doubles. Inevitably with so few bells, it runs false even in the plain course, but we hope ringers at five and six bell towers will enjoy ringing it for the Olympic and New Year celebrations. 

RINGING AND THE OLYMPIC TORCH RELAY

9 November 2011

Five months ago the London Organising Committee of the Olympic and Paralympic Games (LOCOG) published the dates and places where the Olympic torch will visit or stay overnight during the 70 day relay. LOCOG has now published an interactive map of the Torch Relay route to confirm many more details of the journey the Olympic Flame will take prior to the Games.

Every county in England and every local authority area in Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales features on the route, meaning most of the population will be within 10 miles of the Olympic Flame. As well as passing through more than 1,000 communities, the Torch Relay will also take in hundreds of landmarks and travel by different methods of transport, including horseback, tram and steam-train. 

Ringers are likely to want to ring as the torch passes so it is worth noting the date for your area and starting to plan what to do.

9 June 2011

The Central Council is in contact with More Than Gold to ensure that ringing plays a key role in their work to link churches and the community as the 70 day Olympic Torch Relay takes place around the UK from 20 May to 27 July 2012.

The dates and places where the torch will visit or stay overnight are shown here. Further details of the precise routes between these places are to be made known much later this year.

We understand that local councils in all the areas shown on the map and list have now appointed a Torch Relay co-ordinator and that in each overnight location there is to be an event to welcome the torch, taking place from about six to eight pm. Ringing can add enormously to that event and if you ring in one of the locations listed we suggest you contact your local authority as soon as possible to find out who is in charge of this, what is planned and how you can ensure that ringing is a part of it. It might also be worth ringers in each town joining forces and offering one person as a contact for the council.

More information will be made available just as soon as we get it.

Kate Flavell
(Central Council of Church Bell Ringers)

OLYMPIC TORCH RELAY ROUTE
Wednesday 11 July

Reading
Theale 
Thatcham 
Newbury 
Basingstoke 
Kings Worthy 
Winchester 
Andover 

Ludgershall 
Tidworth 
Amesbury 
The Winterbournes 
Salisbury (Evening celebration)

Thursday 12 July

Salisbury
Wilton 
Barford St Martin 
Fovant 
Ludwell 
Shaftesbury 
Fontmell Magna 
Iwerne Minster 
Stourpaine 
Blandford Forum 
Winterborne Whitechurch 
Milborne St Andrew 
Puddletown 
Dorchester 
Winterbourne Abbas 
Bridport 
Chideock 
Lyme Regis 
Burton Bradstock 
Abbotsbury 
Portesham 
Chickerell 
Wyke Regis 
Osprey Quay, Portland 
Weymouth (Evening celebration)

Friday 13 July

Portland Bill 
Southwell 
Weston 
Easton 
Portland 
Fortuneswell 
Weymouth 
Preston 
Osmington 
Winfrith Newburgh 
Wool 
Corfe Castle 
Swanage 
Stoborough 
Wareham 
Sandford 
Lytchett Minster 
Upton 
Hamworthy 
Poole 
Ashley Cross 
Branksome 
Wallisdown 
Bournemouth (Evening celebration)

Saturday 14 July

Bournemouth
Boscombe 
Christchurch 

Lyndhurst 
Brockenhurst 
Lymington 
Totland 
Yarmouth 
Carisbrooke 
Newport 
East Cowes 
Southampton (Evening celebration)

Sunday 15 July

Southampton
St Peter Port, Guernsey
St Helier, Jersey
Fareham 
Bridgemary 
Gosport 
Portsmouth (Evening celebration)

Monday 16 July

Portsmouth
Petersfield 
Rogate 
Midhurst 
Easebourne 
Tillington 
Petworth 
Duncton 
Chichester 
North Bersted 
South Bersted 
Bognor Regis 
Woodgate 
Westergate 
Arundel 
Worthing 
Lancing 
West Blatchington 
Brighton & Hove (Evening celebration)

THE MARTIN CREED PROJECT
(Nov2011)

This is another Olympic-related ringing project that I have referred to briefly before, where there is a move to have all the bells in the country ringing as loudly and fast as possible for three minutes at 8 am on Friday 27 July 2012 to mark the opening day of the Olympics. We have been involved in some very detailed discussions with the organisers, during which we tried to persuade them to have the ringing at a different time rather than 8 am, or to leave ringers free to choose the best time for them and for their local area on that day. These discussions were not successful as too much had already been irrevocably decided before we were invited to become involved, although it was agreed that ringing for longer than three minutes would be acceptable. I am aware that they are now contacting associations directly. It may help you to know that the Council's position is as follows:

We are very aware of this project and have been involved in extensive but ultimately unsuccessful discussions with the organisers to try to enable their objectives to be more aligned with ringers' views and practices.

Our view on ringing for any aspects of the Olympics is that all ringing should be encouraged and bands should look for reasons to link ringing to the Olympic events. Especially the Torch Relay, as this covers the whole of the UK. Friday 27 July is clearly likely to be a popular day to ring for the opening.

We are not able to work closely with this project as we believe it is misconceived and we were invited to become involved in its design too late to be able to help make it more workable for ringers.  We think 8 am is not the right time for ringing in very many towers and for very many ringers, although it is an improvement on the 4 am time they originally suggested, to mark the flame arriving in the UK.  We do not believe ringing for three minutes nor ringing as fast as possible is really suitable for church bell ringers.  We have been very involved with the New Music 20X12 project for some time now and this is the main focus of our Olympic work, although we are also encouraging ringing along the route of the Torch Relay.

Work No. 1197.

Turner Prize-winner Martin Creed explains his vision for Work No. 1197: All the bells in a country rung as quickly and as loudly as possible for three minutes, a piece specially commissioned as part of the London 2012 Festival - the culmination of the four-year Cultural Olympiad.  Learn more on www.allthebells.com
BELLS OF BRITAIN!

We need you to make musical history. Help us ring all the bells in the UK on 27 July 2012 to welcome the London 2012 Olympic & Paralympic Games.

Friday 27 July 2012 will be no ordinary morning. At 8.00am people all across the UK will ring bells to perform Martin Creed’s Work No. 1197: All the bells in a country rung as quickly and as loudly as possible for three minutes, a piece specially commissioned as part of the London 2012 Festival – the culmination of the four-year Cultural Olympiad.

Hand bells, door bells, bicycle bells, church bells, town hall bells, sleigh bells, cow bells, school bells, last orders bells, dinner bells… where there is a bell, we need someone to ring it!

STOP PRESS: We’ve had loads of enquiries from tower bell ringers wanting to know how they can ring with allthebells. All will be revealed if you click here.

This website lets you sign up to our ‘ringing community’ of national volunteers. To help organise ringers for bell towers, we have also developed an interactive map showing thousands of UK locations.

There are plenty of ways to get involved. Get started here: Take Part
What is Work No. 1197?

Work No. 1197’s full title is Work No. 1197: All the bells in a country rung as quickly and as loudly as possible for three minutes. It is a composition written for bells by Turner Prize-winning artist Martin Creed.

Why is it happening?

The London 2012 Festival has commissioned a nationwide performance of Work No. 1197 to celebrate the first day of the London 2012 Olympic & Paralympic games. The sound of all the bells in the country ringing out will be a fantastic experience – and totally unique to this moment in history.

How is it happening?

Work No. 1197 will rely entirely on the participation and dedication of thousands of national volunteers. Allthebells.com is an organisational hub website designed to coordinate local bell ringing events – whether they are in homes, at street parties or at mass gatherings in cities across the country. We want people to sign up to our ringing community so that we can keep everyone up to speed on what is happening, how and where. Allthebells.com also has an interactive map feature to help bell tower ringers to log their participation.

For Work No. 1197 to happen we need all the bells ringing at once – hand bells, door bells, school bells, tower bells, bells in pubs – so now is the time to get organised!

What is the date and time of the Work No. 1197 performance?

Martin Creed’s piece should be performed between 8.00am and 8.03am BST on Friday 27 July 2012. We suggest that local event organisers tune into BBC Radio 4 on the day and start their local performances on the final 8.00am ‘beep’. We hope that national news broadcasters will also raise awareness of the performance’s start time

Why is it at 8am?

The Olympic Torch will have been touring the UK from 18 July, on its route from 8am to 8pm each day.  At 8am on the 27 July, it will begin its final journey from Hampton Court Palace, through London, and onto the Olympic Stadium.

How do I find out about performances in my local area?


The Allthebells.com website contains an interactive map populated with bell towers from the Dove Central Council of Church Bell Ringers’ database. You can search using your postcode or manually zoom in to your area.


Tell us about any bell towers we have missed off our map. These could be bell towers in local churches, town halls and schools. If you would like to add a ringing location to the project, please email details to info@allthebells.com including a postcode.


Start your own! Perhaps find one ally on the street who wants to come door-knocking with you to see who else wants to get involved.

What materials are there to help me organise a local performance?

When you sign up to the project we will email you a link to download a project starter pack. This will include resources like posters and leaflets which you can customise with details of your local Work No. 1197 performance.

What materials are there to help me organise a local performance?

When you sign up to the project we will email you a link to download a project starter pack. This will include resources like posters and leaflets which you can customise with details of your local Work No. 1197 performance.

Bells in my bell tower only ring at one volume and tempo – how do I ring for the performance?


We understand Martin Creed’s full title for Work No. 1197 doesn’t appear to make sense for traditional change ringing in bell towers (“…as quickly and as loudly as possible…”). The title reflects the auditory experience of many bells towers and other bells ringing together. Please ring your bells in your usual style, and a peal of your bell tower team’s choosing. You can ring for longer than three minutes if you like – just as long as you are ringing between 08.00 and 08.03am.


We are actively encouraging bell towers to choose pieces that reflect their locality, or an Olympic theme! For example, at our press launch, Christchurch Spitalfields rang out STRATFORD Surprise major. An excellent choice we thought! Let us know what you’re ringing and we’ll get it on the website, Facebook or Twitter. Send your announcement to info@allthebells.com.

We’re an organisation; can we support the Work No. 1197 performance?

If you want advice on how you could partner with the Work No. 1197 project, please email us on info@allthebells.com.
I’m excited! What else can I do?

Great! We want Allthebells.com to be a fun and useful resource for project volunteers – so make sure you upload photos and videos to our Flickr and YouTube pages. Show us pictures of your performance venue and videos of practice sessions. You can also email info@allthebells.com with stories about planning your local performance which we can then upload to the Allthebells.com blog.

SPECIAL RINGING IN 2012

Her Majesty the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee

HM Queen Elizabeth II acceded to the throne on 06 February 1952 and was crowned Queen on 02 June 1953: her eighty-sixth birthday is on 21st April.  The Bank Holiday weekend of Saturday 2nd to Tuesday 5th June is to be the focus for national celebrations of Her Majesty’s sixty year reign.

