SPECIAL RINGING IN 2012

I wish all Guild members and friends a Happy New Year, and a successful year of ringing.  I have decided to highlight two important ringing opportunities that will occur in 2012.  These allow a chance to celebrate by the ringing of bells, and could be used to promote bell ringing generally and to strengthen the links between bell ringers and their communities.

Her Majesty the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee

HM Queen Elizabeth II acceded to the throne on 6th February 1952 and was crowned Queen on 2nd June 1953: her eighty-sixth birthday is on 21st April.  The Bank Holiday weekend of Saturday 2nd to Tuesday 5th June is to be the focus for national celebrations of Her Majesty’s sixty year reign.

There will be a River Pageant in London featuring bells, and also a Big Lunch and the lighting of Beacons.  This is a tremendous opportunity to link the ringing of bells with an historic National event, and with local celebrations in our communities.  

Please consider organising a special piece of ringing to dedicate to the celebration of Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee.  This could be a short touch or something longer, such as a quarter peal or a peal.  I will be suggesting to the Executive Committee in March that all such ringing by Guild members is collated and the details forwarded to Her Majesty with the Congratulations and Good Wishes of the Guild.  

The Olympic Games and Paralympic Games

The Olympic Games take place in London from 27th July to 12th August, and the Paralympic Games from 29th August to 9th September.  Obvious opportunities for special bell ringing are during the seventy day Olympic Torch Relay, which passes through the Guild territory twice between the 11th and 16th July, and on Friday 27th July to mark the opening of the Games.

The Olympic Charter calls on host nations to arrange cultural events during the time the Olympic Village is open, and the 2012 Cultural Olympiad culminates in the London 2012 Festival which will open on 21st June (Midsummer’s Day) and run till 9th September (the last day of the Paralympic Games).  New Music 20x12 is a programme of twenty musical commissions each of twelve minutes duration which will feature centre stage of the London 2012 Festival.  A piece of music by the composer Howard Skempton has been co-commissioned by the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers with financial support from the RVW (Ralph Vaughan Williams) Trust, and is called Five Rings Triples.  A contracted version called Five Rings Doubles has been approved by the composer.  These musical items are not methods as defined by the rules of the Central Council, as the treble’s path contains five consecutive blows in one place (the Five Rings) as it hunts up and down.  This feature is a point of similarity with the Plain Changes from which regular method ringing evolved.  Guild Members may wish to practise Five Rings in one of its forms and include a performance of it in their ringing for the Olympic Games.

Another ringing project associated with the Olympic Games is Work No. 1197 also known as the Martin Creed Project.  This community based performance is to ring any bells, including church bells, as loudly and as fast as possible for three minutes at 8.00 a.m. on 27th July, which is the time the Olympic Torch begins its final journey from Hampton Court Palace to the Olympic Stadium.  This parameters for this event may not all apply to Church Bell Ringing, but Guild Members might wish to ring at this time to celebrate the opening of the Games.  Any ringing which links community and church is surely good to encourage.    

Details of Five Rings Triples and Doubles, the route of the Olympic Torch Relay are available on various internet sites, and will be posted on the Guild website.  
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